
3.   Abrupt climate shifts  

 

 

If you would like a scientist to come speak to a group about 
climate change, just ask. At the University of Washington in 
Seattle, the Department of Atmospheric Sciences, the Climate 
Impacts Group, and the Program on Climate Change are all 
good at arranging for speakers. For the latter: 

 

Miriam Bertram, Coordinator  

Program on Climate Change   

University of Washington  

Seattle WA 98195-5351 

         206-543-6521   UWPCC@U.Washington.edu 

         http://depts.washington.edu/uwpcc  

 

 

GLOBAL FEVER 101 handout series 

1. Whatôs Up?  

2. Sea level rise 

3. Abrupt climate shifts  

4.  Thatôs Cool!  

 

  

Severe droughts that formerly occurred only twice in a 
century may occur ten times as often by 2050. 
  

These illustrations from my book (out in early 2008 
from University of Chicago Press) 

 

GLOBAL FEVER: How to Treat Climate Change 

 

may be freely copied with attribution. All have been 
remade in black-and-white to make handouts 
inexpensive. Other versions, including Powerpoint 
slides, may be downloaded from 
GlobalFever101.com. 

   William H. Calvin  

   University of Washington  

   WCalvin@U.Washington.edu 

 

http://globalfever101.com/WhatsUp.pdf
http://globalfever101.com/SLrise.pdf
http://globalfever101.com/abrupt.pdf
http://globalfever101.com/ThatsCool.pdf
http://globalfever101.com/
mailto:WCalvin@U.Washington.edu
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Wall of dust in April, 1935 approaching Stratford, Texas. 
 

 
An Oklahoma main street with dust storm arriving..  

 

 

 
Oklahoma farm yard in 1936, deep dust covering fences.1 
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El Niño  
 

 
Some El Niños are big, some are long. What would 

happen if one were both big and long? It would cause 

severe drought in the rain forests of SE Asia and the 

Amazon. And so fires could spread widely. 

 

 


