
1.  Whatôs Up? 

 

 

If you would like a scientist to come speak to a group about 
climate change, just ask. At the University of Washington in 
Seattle, the Department of Atmospheric Sciences Climate 
Impacts Group, and the Program on Climate Change are all 
good at arranging for speakers. For the latter: 

 

Miriam Bertram, Coordinator  

Program on Climate Change   

University of Washington  

Seattle WA 98195-5351 

         206-543-6521   UWPCC@U.Washington.edu 

         http://depts.washington.edu/uwpcc  

GLOBAL FEVER 101 handout series 

1. Whatôs Up?  

2. Sea level rise 

3. Abrupt climate shifts  
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These illustrations from my book (out in early 2008 
from University of Chicago Press) 

 

GLOBAL FEVER: How to Treat Climate Change 

 

may be freely copied with attribution. All have been 
remade in black-and-white to make handouts 
inexpensive. 

   William H. Calvin  

   University of Washington  

   WCalvin@U.Washington.edu 

 

http://globalfever101.com/WhatsUp.pdf
http://globalfever101.com/SLrise.pdf
http://globalfever101.com/abrupt.pdf
http://globalfever101.com/ThatsCool.pdf
http://globalfever101.com/
mailto:WCalvin@U.Washington.edu
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You can actually see the earth breathing in the seasonal variations of 

the Keeling Curve. The northern forests take some CO2 out of the air 

each summer via photosynthesis, cutting into the upward trend.   The 

CO2 is measured every month in the trade winds flowing over the top 

of Mauna Loa, Hawaii, well away from any local sources that might 

complicate the interpretation.   By 1961, it was clear there was an 

uphill trend. That gap in 1964 is because the project ran out of money.  

 The Keeling curve has now become twice as steep. With even 

more use of fossil fuels, it should climb even faster. 
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Red coral, beginning to ñbleachò from environmental stress.  

 

 

Thaw lakes expand like pot holes in the Siberian permafrost, releasing 

CO2 and methane from soil decomposition. Aerial photo by Katey 

Walter of Siberian thaw lakes near Cherskii, Siberia in 2003. Donôt 

miss the Siberian methane video clip at 

mms://ms.groovygecko.net/groovyg/clients/nmsi/ -

scim/antenna/siberianthaw/Siberian_broadband.wmv . 

 

mms://ms.groovygecko.net/groovyg/clients/nmsi/scim/antenna/siberianthaw/Siberian_broadband.wmv
mms://ms.groovygecko.net/groovyg/clients/nmsi/scim/antenna/siberianthaw/Siberian_broadband.wmv

